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Happy new year to everyone. I 
hope you all had a very good festive 
season.
 
The office has been open again since 
the 11th of January so if anyone 
needs anything usual office hours are 
on again.
 
The year has kicked off in a hurry. 
I hope that the corporation can 
continue to advance over this coming 
year.
 
Some of the things we are trying to 
advance are:

 » The joint venture with Tyrecycle 
to recycle tyres and conveyer 
belts

 » Development of an online 
cultural education programme

 » Development of on country 
cultural awareness and 
education programmes for key 
KAC/Pilbara stakeholders

 » Progressing the Ranger 
Programme and commencing on 
country works

 » Diversifying the corporations 
income sources

 » Creating a member business 
development and mentoring 
programme

 » Getting kids into the Madalah 
Scholarship programme

 

Kariyarra Aboriginal Corporation Newsletter       21

F  rom the CEO's Desk
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This is not an exhaustive list and we 
expect to be able to progress these 
things and others through the year.
 
Unfortunately our Heritage Manager, 
James has been caught up in the 
COVID-19 restrictions and is isolating 
in Perth for the next two weeks. He 
continues to progress heritage 
issues and can still be contacted on 
his usual number and email.
 

Looking forward to a very rewarding 
and exciting year ahead
 
Regards
 

Stephen



What is the Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Bill? 

The Bill establishes a modern 
approach to protecting Aboriginal 
cultural heritage in Western Australia 
that will reset the relationship between 
land users and Traditional Owners 
and transform how Aboriginal cultural 
heritage is identified, managed and 
conserved. 

The Bill was released on 2 September 
2020 for public consultation, which 
closed on 7 October 2020. The 
Department of Planning, Lands and 
Heritage (Department) has reviewed 
submissions and is currently working 
on a range of improvements to the Bill. 
The Government remains committed 
to progressing the Bill.
 
The Bill will not take effect 
immediately after it is passed by 
Parliament. Once it receives Royal 
Assent from the Governor, there will 
be a transitional period of at least 12 
months to facilitate the transition for 
stakeholders from the previous act to 
the new legislation. This transitional 
period will also be utilised by the 
Department to work with stakeholders 
to develop the regulations, statutory 
guidelines, policies and templates to 

support the operation of the new Act.
 
As identified through the recent round 
of consultation, the regulations, which 
will contain some of the important 
details of the proposed new heritage 
regime, are critical to the operation of 
the new legislation. The Department 
will commence working with 
stakeholders in early 2021 to develop 
the regulations. In preparation for this 
work, the Department is seeking input 
from Stakeholders on a key feature of 
the regulations – the categorisation of 
the activities to that determine what 
level of approval may be required. 
The categorisation of activities will 
provide certainty to all stakeholders 
about the level of approval required 
to comply with the legislation.
Once the information received has 
been collated, the Department 
will undertake further consultation 
with stakeholders to determine 
the categorisation of activities. 
Consultation on the rest of the 
regulations and the statutory 
guidelines will also take place next 
year.
 
We look forward to the Department 
hopefully implementing the best 
version of the legislation in the near 
future.

U pdate on the Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Bill 2020 (“Bill”)



Last month, KAC decided to make 
some promotional T-Shirts for our 
AGM to give to KAC members in all 
different sizes.

Curtis decided he wanted to do the 
ironing, as long as we promised not 
to tell his wife (sorry Curtis!).

New Shirts for KAC



KAC have been approached by 
the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation & Attractions in 
regards to the preservation of the 
North West Shelf Flatback Turtle. The 
program aims to conserve the North 
West Shelf Flatback Turtle genetic 
stock which Port Hedland is the 
northern most nesting beach of this 

stock with very high nesting also at 
Mundabullangana. 

We look forward to continual 
discussions between DBCA and 
Kariyarra on how we can work 
together going fourth into the future.

The North West Shelf Flatback Turtle 
Conservation Program, a 60-year, $62.5 
million conservation program.



The AIATSIS Summit will be held in 
May over 5 days.

The Summit provides a unique 
forum for First Nations Peoples to 
gather together to address critical 
and emerging challenges as well 
as opportunities to support and 
strengthen our cultures, knowledge 
and governance. The event will 
bring together Indigenous leaders, 
academics, and policy makers 
from around the country into one 

community of practice.

With so many gatherings impacted by 
the pandemic and our communities 
isolated from one another in 2020, 
the AIATSIS Summit is a wonderful 
chance to re-engage with key issues, 
reconnect with each other and 
celebrate Mabo day and National 
Reconciliation Week as a community.

For more information, please visit the 
AIATSIS website here. 

2021 AIATSIS Summit



Country is inherent to our identity.

It sustains our lives in every aspect 
- spiritually, physically, emotionally, 
socially, and culturally.

It is more than a place.

When we talk about Country it is 
spoken of like a person.

Country is family, kin, law, lore, 
ceremony, traditions, and language. 
For Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples it has been this way 
since the dawn of time.

Through our languages and songs, 
we speak to Country; through our 
ceremonies and traditions we sing 
to - and celebrate Country – and 
Country speak to us.

Increasingly, we worry about Country.

Heal Country, heal our nation.
An Article from www.naidoc.org

For generations Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people have 
been calling for stronger measures to 
recognise, protect, and maintain all 
aspects of our culture and heritage 
for all Australians.

We have continued to seek greater 
protections for our lands, our 
waters, our sacred sites and our 
cultural heritage from exploitation, 
desecration, and destruction.

We are still waiting for those robust 
protections.

Healing Country means hearing 
those pleas to provide greater 
management, involvement, and 
empowerment by Indigenous 
peoples over country.



Healing Country means embracing 
First Nation’s cultural knowledge and 
understanding of Country as part of 
Australia’s national heritage. That 
the culture and values of Aboriginal 
peoples and Torres Strait Islanders 
are respected equally to and the 
cultures and values of all Australians.

The right to protect Country and 
culture is fundamental.

Destruction and desecration of our 
sacred lands or ancient sites - some 
of the oldest human occupation sites 
on the planet – is an enormous loss 
for both our nation and the world.

But to truly heal Country we have 
more to do.

Our lands will continue to burn from 
bushfires, droughts will continue 
to destroy our livelihoods, without 
using traditional practices that have 
protected this country for centuries.

For generations, our Elders and 
communities have advocated, 
marched and fought for substantive 
institutional, structural and 
collaborative reform.

The aspirations of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples are 
the culmination of generations of 
consultation and discussions among 
our nations on a range of issues and 
grievances.

Healing Country means finally 
resolving many of the outstanding 
injustices which impact on the lives 
of our people.

It must be a fair and equitable 
resolution.

Fundamental grievances will not 
vanish. In the European settlement 
of Australia, there were no treaties, 
no formal settlements, no compacts. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people therefore did not cede 
sovereignty to our land. It was taken 
from us. That will remain a continuing 
source of dispute.

To Heal Country, we must properly 
work towards redressing historical 
injustice.

While we can’t change history, 
through telling the truth about our 
nation’s past we certainly can change 
the way history is viewed.

After 250 years, our children and our 
future generations deserve better.

For generations we have repeatedly 
called for just recognition of our right 
to participate on an equal basis in 
economic and social terms.

Yet such participation cannot be 
successful unless, first, there is 
formal recognition that Indigenous 
people have been dispossessed 



and, second, definite, specific steps 
are taken to redress the grave social 
and economic disadvantage that 
followed that dispossession.

Healing Country is more than changing 
a word in our national anthem – it 
is about the historical, political, and 
administrative landscapes adapting 
to successfully empower and 
celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities, nations, and 
heritage.

We are all looking for significant and 
lasting change.

We cannot afford to let pass the 
very real opportunity that now 
presents itself for reform based 
on a fundamental change in the 
relationship Australia has with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples.

Heal Country, heal our nation.



If you have any queries or would simply like to connect with Kariyarra please 
do not hesitate to email: admin@kariyarra.com.au


